Pancreatic Cancer UK

Conflict of Interests Policy

Scope of the Policy

This policy guides the code of conduct for everyone involved in the research grant-giving programme at the charity, including:

-Scientific and Medical advisers, including Scientific Advisory Board (SAB) members

-External referees

-Applicants

-Staff

-Trustees

SAB
The SAB membership is drawn from the international research community as much as possible to avoid potential conflicts of interest and enhance the context and credibility of the grant giving process which currently focuses on research undertaken in the UK.  There are two Co-Chairs, one who is a leading pancreatic cancer expert in the UK and one who is international.
Confidentiality

All research applications and related correspondence, SAB meeting papers, and the identity of external referees are strictly confidential.  They must be kept secure and not disseminated to or discussed with others outside the review process. 

Scientific Advisory Board members and external referees can expect that their comments will be treated in confidence by staff and trustees.  Applicants can expect that staff and trustees will not disclose details of their applications to those outside the review process.

SAB members, staff and trustees should refuse any requests for information or feedback from applicants on how a particular judgement was reached.

Applicants should not, under any circumstances, directly approach members of the Scientific Advisory Board in connection with their (or another’s) research application.

When applicants are informed of the outcome of their applications, we will provide anonymised versions of referees’ comments, and may also summarise the conclusion reached by the SAB.  Information which might identify the comments of individual SAB members or referees will not be revealed.

It is our policy to let external referees know the final outcome of applications they have reviewed after we have communicated decisions to applicants.  We ask that referees regard all details of applications and their outcomes as confidential.

Conflict of Interests

SAB members will be asked to declare any conflicts of interest at the beginning of meetings. This will include any private, professional, political, commercial, academic or other interest that may influence their judgment, or which might reasonably be seen by members of the public to influence or bias judgment. 

The SAB should satisfy itself that all conflicts of interest have been declared and, when required, individuals may be asked to leave the room and take no part in the discussion of the application.   If necessary, the SAB may wish to debate and decide who should or should not take part in the discussion, and the ultimate decision will be made by the Chair of the meeting (see below). 

As part of the external peer review process all referees will be required to declare any conflicts of interest with the application they are assessing. 
SAB Membership and Grant Applications

SAB members, including the international Co-Chair, cannot be involved in a grant application. 

If the UK Co-Chair of the SAB is involved in any applications for funding as a principal or co-investigator, he will withdraw entirely from the grant round that year.  The international Co-Chair will chair all SAB meetings during that research round.  
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