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Routes to diagnosis
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• A quarter visited their GP on more than four occasions with alarm symptoms in the year prior to 
diagnosis.





• Often hear through our Support Line and through discussions with pancreatic cancer specialists 

that there is inconsistency in how care is delivered across the UK.

• Can be avoidable delays occurring between diagnosis and treatment for both operable and 

inoperable patients due to coordination problems between clinical specialists and different 

hospitals as well as a lack of standardised clinical pathways, workforce and resources.

• Median pathway length between diagnosis and treatment for people diagnosed at an early stage 

is 32 days. The longer people with pancreatic cancer wait from diagnosis to have surgery, the 

higher the risk the cancer will metastasise, preventing them from being eligible for surgery.

• Longer waiting times to surgery and chemotherapy have been shown to reduce the numbers 

having treatment and worse survival outcomes.
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