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What do people with pancreatic cancer 
want?

▪ easy to get concerns heard
▪ quick diagnosis
▪ timely treatment 
▪ planned stages of care with support
▪ supported rehabilitation and aftercare
▪ support for carers
▪ psychological support
▪ symptoms managed at all stages

• Outcomes which matter to people  



Times of need



Pathways are different  

Group 1:
Many live for more than a decade

Group 2:
Most similar to a long term condition

Group 3:
Survival for the majority is short term

McConnell H, White R, Maher J. Understanding variations: Outcomes for people diagnosed with cancer and implications for 
service provision. 2014. European Network of Cancer Registries Scientific Meeting and General Assembly

Pancreatic 
Cancer



Why is this important for nurses??? 

• 'This is the cancer no one wants!’
• Death is inevitable but future is uncertain 
• Treatable But Not Curable
• Symptom burden and treatment effects are costly
• Deterioration can be swift 
• Complex symptom management 
• Live from scan to scan
• Clinical trials



Types of need

Managing 
symptoms

Worry, fear,
anxiety

Money

Practical +
mobility  

Making 
plans  

Pain

Insurance

Fatigue



Finding your best way through

What Where



36% of people said they 
would like more support 
with worry, fear or anxiety 

Of the 76% of people who 
have thought about dying, 
only 8% had spoken to their 
healthcare team

Carol, living with cancer



Developing the cancer workforce 
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Increased focus on our work in primary care and the 
community

Tania Anastaslladis, Macmillan GP









Summary – observations of a wife
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Life Changing  

Mark Roberts
19/3/63 – 11/9/17

Dad
Husband
Son
Brother
Uncle
Friend
Cyclist
Colleague
Gynaecologist

All round good egg



A Family With Cancer



Our purpose
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