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Pancreatic Cancer UK Discovery and Translational 
Research Forum Agenda 
6th-7th November 2025 at the Studio, Birmingham 

Day One – Thursday 6th November  

Time  Session  

10.30 – 11.00  Registration and refreshments 

11.00 – 11.15 
Welcome and introduction  
Diana Jupp, Pancreatic Cancer UK 

11.15 – 12.30  
Session 1: Collaboration - How can collaboration drive change in 
pancreatic cancer? 
Chaired by: Pinar Uysal Onganer, University of Westminster 

  

• Introductory speaker: Pinar Uysal Onganer, University of 
Westminster 

• Quick-fire presenters: 
o Ainhoa Mielgo, University of Liverpool 
o Ameera Jailani, University of Sheffield 
o Thomas Hughes, York St John University / University of Leeds 
o Anthony Maraveyas, University of Hull 

• Debate, discussion and round up   

12.30 – 13.45  Lunch, networking and group photo 

13.45 – 15.20  

Session 2: Interception - How and when should we intercept the 
progression from benign to malignant disease in at-risk populations to 
enable early detection and effective surveillance?  
Chaired by: Andrea Sheel, Royal Liverpool and Broadgreen University 
Hospital NHS Trust 

  

• Introductory speaker: Alex Frankell, University of Cambridge  
• Quick-fire presenters: 

o Eithne Costello, University of Liverpool 
o Natalie Phinney, CRUK Scotland Institute  
o Christiana Kartsonaki, University of Oxford 

• Debate, discussion and round up  

15.20 – 16.00  Refreshment break  

16.00 – 17.50 

Breakout rooms  
• Purposeful PPIE: turning insight into impact in pre-clinical and 

discovery research 
• Building effective partnerships: the role of industry 

17.55 – 18.00 
Summary and close  
Diana Jupp, Pancreatic Cancer UK  

18.30 onwards 
Evening social and buffet 
Bacchus Bar, Burlington Arcade, New Street, Birmingham B2 4JH 
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Pancreatic Cancer UK Discovery and Translational 
Research Forum Agenda 
6th-7th November 2025 at the Studio, Birmingham 
 

Day Two – Friday 7th November  

Time  Session  

8.45 – 9.15  Registration and refreshments 

9.15 – 9.25 
Welcome and introduction to day two 
Diana Jupp, Pancreatic Cancer UK 

9.25 – 11.00 

Session 3: Heterogeneity - How can we reframe our research 
approaches to heterogeneity, considering pancreatic cancer as 
syndrome with multiple distinct subtypes and patient populations, 
rather than a single disease? 
Chaired by: Ainhoa Mielgo, University of Liverpool 

  

• Introductory speakers: Peter Bailey, Botton-Champalimaud 
Pancreatic Cancer Centre 

• Quick-fire presenters:  
o Jayathilake Pahala Gedara, CRUK Scotland Institute  
o Helen Ross-Adams, Barts Cancer Institute 
o Alan Serrels, University of Edinburgh 
o James Halle-Smith, University of Birmingham 

• Debate, discussion and round up  

11.00 – 11.30  Refreshment break  

11.30 – 12.45 

Session 4: Therapeutic Innovation Panel - How can combinatorial 
treatment strategies and innovative drug delivery platforms 
address the unique challenges of pancreatic cancer, and what is 
the path toward improving clinical translation for these 
approaches? 
Chaired by: Professor Jen Morton, CRUK Scotland Institute and 
Professor Alan Parker, Cardiff University  

  

• Introductory speaker: Bristi Basu, University of Cambridge  
• Panel members:  

o Shivan Sivakumar, University of Birmingham 
o Giulia Biffi, University of Cambridge  
o Ganesh Radhakrishna, The Christie NHS Foundation Trust 
o Hemant Kocher, Queen Mary University of London 
o Claus Jorgensen, CRUK Manchester Institute 
o Michelle Garrett, University of Kent 

12.45 – 13.00  Conference close 
Diana Jupp, Pancreatic Cancer UK 

13.00 – 13.45 Lunch and main session attendee departure  

13.45 – 16.30  Early Career Researcher Session 
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Early Career Researcher Session 
7th November 2025, 13.45 – 16.30  
 
Time  Session  

13.45 – 13.55 
Welcome and introduction  
Zainab Rai, University College London and Rute Ferreira, The Francis 
Crick Institute  

13.55 – 14.10 
Presentation: ECR Collaboration in action  
Dr Shalini Rao, University of Cambridge  

14.10 – 15.05 Group activity: Interdisciplinary working 

15.05 – 15.30  Refreshment break  

15.30 – 16.00 
Career Development panel discussion  
Chaired by: Ameera Jailani, University of Sheffield and Beatriz 
Salvador, Cardiff University  

  

Panel members:  
• Seth Coffelt, University of Glasgow and Pancreatic Cancer UK 

Scientific Advisory Board member  
• Richard Jackson, University of Liverpool and Pancreatic Cancer 

UK Scientific Advisory Board member 
• Victoria Woodward, Pancreatic Cancer UK  

16.00 – 16.25 Group activity: Matchmaking 

16.25 – 16.30  
Session close 
Zainab Rai, University College London and Rute Ferreira, The Francis 
Crick Institute 

 


